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USAGI Уолмво 


Behind the Кабри 5 Mask 


FROM THE ANCIENT FABLES OF AESOP to the 
contemporary cartoons of Bugs Bunny, the humble rabbit 
as long been a symbol of cleverness and survival. sen 

logs master strategist ће fox, routinely comes of 
the loser when he tries to match wits with his Act: 
ote adversary as the African American folktales of 
зе Rabbit readily attest: Whether he is called hare, 
eettontall.orjackrbpit.thelinl guy with he big ears and 
Back ei ишу a timla figure, and bis legend have 
been ok a long as there have been human beings around 
хїї, 


The storytelling tradition of ancient Japan holds end. 
bit high estem as well. Asa child, ore of my favorite: 
Bedtime saries was artber ghoulish Japanese e tale 
telling othe murder oa farmers kindly vile by a wicked. 
TE bê ados dê) xena e goed wêlî fd nd 
Sheltered Бије demon, who later repaid the woman. 
or her generosity by murdering her and serving up her 
жене remains to йе farmer. Pretty grutsome behavior 
Sor old tors com санак usualy depicted мезар 
an oversized straw hat and toting a sake tle, Maybe he. 
rank too much sake and became unhinged, or maybe 
e was simply one seriously sociopathic raccoon dog the 
story was vague on tat point. What is known is that the 
ieatricien farmer was horrified at the crime, as Was 
is good end, a rabbit who sed in the ncarby woods. 
Playing or the шөнийн gece the rabbit bared the evil. 
stu аузу on a asu hl, then secretly set fecto 
‘he tans backpack. When te nasty varmint jumped 
Into a river to douse the flames; the rab clubbed him. 
idia paddle and that was the snd tha ame n this. 
ory, as in many others tld throughout the world, we. 
witness the triumph of a small and traditionally nec 
Character who has ale upon his hrainsand bravery to 
defeat a larger more aggressive enemy. И is a classic. 
heme and one which wfiter/artist Stan Sakai weaves 

str through his endlessly imaginative ongoing 
ee, (bay i 


‘Stan often pits Usagi, » rabbit ono Seventeenth centur 
Japan, in combat against a host of humancid wolves, ав, 
bear, andolhet less easily байнд Capone. Far re. 
"han a funny animal once, it always seemed to methat 
Stan was making a visual comment on the true natures of 
heroes and villain while perhape relerencing the 
eat print maker sala ооз. In his depictions 
Japanese legends, Yoshitoshi fen reveled the hidden, 

ту time horrifying animalistic nature of his human 
“нусаа, A woman's shadow partially си on а sereen 
reveals thehead of a fox. A samurai gazing into a dh of 
ater seesnot the prety girl behind him but a reflection: 
Е аи ‘the. 


face of serenity mascs the darter parts af the human id. 
Js only upon closer examination that we se the beast 
Taking within, 


Inthe word of Usagi the reverse is true. The animals faces 
are their masks hi their humanity for lack thereof) is. 
revealed through her personaliies, or to te more accurate, 
through Sans deft characterization, Whether hearted 
with xworls or not, Usagi isoften perecived by many to be 
ħasil weaker character. rant enemies overlook. 
his speed and skill, to say nothing of his courageous heart, 
and that is their ineritable undoing: Usagi also possesses 
the samurafs most valuable weapon, the wisdom of 
towing when to fight and when to standdown. sa 
that somcmight miwakenly read as cowardice (as the boy 
zo docsin the short story A Life of Mus), ніў 
recall the moral ра forth in rector Ae Kursen 
muri epic Sonjurthat the best swordsare the one баг 
stay io their scabbards: 


"the tories collected n this volume, Stan Saka os 
ise fet of Ug engaging and complex personality 
We see hin as Usagi the warrior certainly, but in “The Inn. 
оп Moon Shadow FF we also meet Usagi the trickster. 
After discovering the truth about a colony of alan 
(goblin infesting йе woods mera lonely inn, бад adds 
Fis onen fantastic spin on the tale, preserving the legend of. 
dhe creatures while ply arranging a tidy preti for hic crs 


A mach mote serious encounter with делови is ected 
in “Kuma” Here Usagi joins forces wit the mysterious 
demon hunter наноў terrine spider creature 
that has kid siege toa mountair village. The forlike Sasuke 
isa terrifi: additionto (зад extended cast of alies and 
enemies and unlike the reluctant Usa, Lan wait bı the 
yale make a ret appestance 


The collections longest tale; The Mystery ofthe Demon 
Маб plies Usain situation tha clon him tob 
as much detective ashe is samurai. While searching Dr the 
‘masked fond that has been killing ае sir, the 
Fabian бин tû ay slive ina tightedirg web oftrsged 
betrayal and madness. A wih all good mysteries, the 
outcome s both surprising and satisfying, but Sakai goes 
a step further to add a final biter yet net inappropriate 
visto epi. se sor of human touch that has placed 
Lagi Tabo far in front of every other funny animal” 
book published since Carl Barks bid adieu to Duciburg 
hire years aga. 
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Japan hasan incredibly rich traditionof folklore Usagi has 
encountered a fa ofthe more malcfcent obate (haunts), 
suchas the kappa, bale, the tengu, and the ro, and 
SL sn doubt, meetup afe more 


“лист on Moan Shadow HL" hover низ on some 
ofthe weirder ofthe Japanese monsters of folklore, | grew 
минеке о Ноа 
he Japanese merican population. A majin (acces 
‘woman was porported o have haunted the women's 
estrias the old Waiabe Drive-In Theatre in Попай. 
She really didn do anything. The try usually unfolds as 

oe into the restroom and sees gid combing 
ir. She sees з reflection of her face in the, 
пита: ону there is no face. justa smooth, ese shape- 
Theri may or may not hare feet..a a comman to many 
Japanese ghosts. The dees is no longer there, having 
‘been torn downto make way fora subdivision. 


Many abakemoso seem t be fairly benign, such as the. 
тийн Gong.neck woman) or the sascha (that 
hairy foot with the) and whats with that walking 
17:11:22 


For another story of a mujina and other strange tales 
J suggest Raider by Lafeadio Hearn (Dover Publications, 
Бе? 


АРогта TALE 


Many believe Japan to hane the ден свие аа in 
the world Basel on carbon dating. it goes as fır back as 
1000 вс withthe Jonas ое cord marked" pottery. 


Unike in the West Japanese cerami:s sadid as fine 
эп, on a par with paintingand шіре as wel as for is 
"titor purpose. A site teacup crafted by a master 
potter could command as high a price as 25,000 Jo by 
feudal lords. (A tal isthe amount ofrice needed to ferd a 
man bra full yar) 


Diet rss are known far their unique pottery Mihi, 
аде northesst of Toyo is renown for sturd pieces of 
ис! stoneware: Shigarıki is famous for large storage 
Jars The Arita district of odi, Japan southernmost 
island is known far is fine porcelain and is considered the 
nation’s ceramics capital, 


Toyotomi, the preat uniter aa during the ater sixteenth 
centr, led an anseeti invasion of Korea, and many 
Korean artisan were taken back o Japan, The Arita. 
ае эрсэн рио Br аа а 


тойу. the ware from the Arita kilas are known as най 
wart, after the port rom which theyare shipped. 


Themojor diference between ceramics and pesen hae 
dodo with Ве material esed and the firing temperature 
тапіс pieces cons primar С and ar baked a 
1006 centigrade. Porc i» made fin ruhe, 
fep and kaolin, and is fired above 1300" 


кайненен Fe Dan of odio, 103. ph by 
Ха Motor Ca. pan ata wonderful ачах вы 
Rose on cl best kell 
aod др Day Py Doy. by Edward S. More, 1990, 
Mı dali vit ıo several seholê ам Шин Many hr 
is çame om two videos: (деше Муня, 1053. 
directed by Kenji Mop, а хау photographed 
ho ian bas operan ol 10 wek kt 
Aida Nalond Серта pesen cf e Living 
Танхо Japan, hh profile, tl artisans working 
in mar ana nz such ад maing eir 
making, and, course, ter 


Тик Mystery Or Тик DEMON Mask 


Jn Japan; the board game go is attributed to һе Chinese. 
Emperor Shun (2255:2206 к). Legend has t hat š was 
invented to stıcngıhen the weak mind of his son Shang 
‘Run, was brought to the panes sland around the 
year 735 A.D. with the return of the envoy ЮМ Ради. К 
becıme а рине for he warrior elass and by the thirteenth 
EN RN 
телем foot salir. Bonds were carried on campaigns, 
and ben the day fighting was dene the soldiers would 
rete to fight nother type of battle, All three of the great 
a, Nobunaga dg andan Ага ee 
devotees otga, Private andstatendoxved o academies were 
founded, and the highest masters of the land appeared 
annual to “combat” before the shogun, This ceremony 
Was efered tı as go arı go, “playing Пе game before the 
‘ale presente” The custom was maintained antil the fal 
ofthe Shoguna in 1868. 


(Ge has been likened to western ches. Howewer, whereas: 
Фев concernsa single bal go ñ an entire campaign and 
so asevere losson a portan of the board doesnot menm 
Mosa ofthe game. The player can take to another part ofthe 
баптау eren secures deis alvantage. bates occ 
in various part ofthe board as postions are besieged and 
amies are cut off and captured in an effort toacquire the. 
точ mon and xurrourd the mostacant spares po: 
A typical game can take a hour or wo, but, arin chest, 
championship game may be plyedonera period of days. 
a У dace Este Yalan A 


(reach thè lovest professional rank. Ага гае, 
da. that weqe about гаспа 


„yellow. The feet are cut to resemble the kuchinashi fruit. — 
“МАН каба without a tl ваб are suppose] 
scr eller to ln coments Teta of 
Side, dividing it into squares. The intersections of these ines 
are called me or mota. Disc-shaped stones are placed 
on these intersections. Stones are picked Eom ubones 
Жа thee anes e pled on the boant 
soit gives а cheer іші “hek: 


пера Nuts Shana thes ће ppc aimi А 
in almolute contact. The whale board neca not be covered. 


рада зъл раци NADA 
concer lt did not take much toser a house on fire, and any 
Seong wind could цаг spread it our of control 


There were some twenty major fires in Edo rom 1500 to 
1856, One a the most destructive was in 1657 in which 
108,000 people died and half the city was hid to waxte. 


Мар ада welê аве te erênî he seh of 
many streets themseives were wide enough to acras fire 
ИІ 
were equipped with bells or alarıı board. The location 
Todi kê Are wer маса» the man ad 
“анин ofthe strokes ting e alarm: 


Firefighters were organized by the daimyo (lord) to protect 
to protect tron Interests. Fighters were called abi. 
o mono or leshi. The term fo moon (tbi Seria. 
black kites minos person comes rom the fact that the hook 
сдава) isa more descriptivo term. 
The dai rhe wore protecteur ling 
sih hooded helmets, whereas he town's i wore heavy 
fers andother contruction experts Large n 
poles were used to knock down walls, bamboo ladders 
‘abled the firefighters to climb, and hooks tore down 
introduced in the mid ightecnth century ıo shoot scams 
of wate вена пао pts Each tapar off had 
а standard: a geometric shape mounted on a pole. The 
Mamdaa bearer took û posan às close to Me fire s 
Posible. sometimes een on heroofo a burning bul 
‘The owner ef the saved building would pay a fee to those: 
companies whose standards were represented and who 
Put out the maze 


sentes Вотье Înê the gane сийн Bor: TA Gc 
Ga the National Game Japan by Arthur Smith, plished 
181956 by Charles E. Tuttle Company, inc. of Rutland. 
Vermont and Tokyo, Japan: addtional information came 
tm the welaite ofthe American Go Association References 
ea рај ewk e са уў 


ii I p by Tajo Vasto, publi io 
1081 by Fulani Shoten Tokyo, a wonderful picture book: 
depicting tne firefghters om the Edo period tthe preset 
Буйу fein Тайота рап, by Charles J. unn, 100. 
he structure ofthe fıre department; Кийий Costume, by 
orb N Shaver, with illustrations by Soma Aira and Оа 
{hor arl bis йана, and apus бууд) Duy. by Edward. 
Моге. 1945, Houghton Mifin Co. of Boston, fives, 
Fascinating accounts of bv fires ак by the author 

ħed by traditional means, and one usinga 
Scie ue ln) 


Kumo 


Spider Gobi 
uncommon in Japanese folklore 


Minamoto no Verimit (844-1021 4.0) had ln ill asa 
was Drought medicine every midnight by an unfamiliar 
youth: As his ness worsened, he began to suspect the 
servant of some evil. One night he attacked the boy, wo: 
fled bt not before throwing a stick spider web at 
Shining him. Torimitsu tour loyal lieutenants tracked 
Ya cenam d hase in ayrı pie dé aþikê, 
obli he БАНЯ them. The monster was killed. ard 
rit зац recovered. 


In another story. Kurogume-oji (Prince Black Spider) as 
taught magie by te Spider Goblin o Katsurayama to prepare 


Treue tb in ор fr ће сена o Stile 


"Mathe would e the wor demans and monster Тыс 
legende imported Japan during the Kamakura Period 
(1185-92 4.5 and was integratedinto Japanese folklore, 
C Shaka (be Japan adi f Chung КОР nen). 
Early woodcut prints depict Shol as a huge, bearded 

ke dressed аға Chinese scholar with a double-edged 
зунд ан demen, 


“The байн sure Was зайлан Sasuke a legendary i 
Whose exploits ar ahroude in mystery and magi: Saale, 
a farmer's son, studied ninja, the art of invisibility, 
арте moun Пеги, Тава alma Japon 
Folklore took the art of invisibility literally and imbued 
the ninja with magical powers such as transformation, 
“weather manipulation, nd, of сом. ушу. Toads 
And frogs are often associated with these ninj/ zar 
They have the ability to hypnotize and to bele deadly рэг 
son their mouths, 


Reference: Japanese Ghat Deman Бу Stephen Ads, 
1985, published by George Braille, Inc af New York; 
Japanese Myth by Juli тави, 1969, published by the 

ambn Publishing Group Lid. of London, New York, 
Sydney Toronto, and England Ninja: The Tre Sory of apar 
Set Warrior Ca by Stephen Turba, 1991 Frebird Boos 
of United Kingdom, gives a comprehensive ook at the ninja 
ынны еј. Ee 


USAGI YOJIMBO 


B) 


Books by Stan Sakai 


From Dark Horse Comics 
www.darkhorse.com 


BOOK 8: SHADES OF DEATH 

BOOK 9: Рмзно 

Воок 10: THE BRINK OF LIFE AND DEATH 
BOOK 11: SEASONS 

BOOK 12: GRASSCUTTER 

BOOK 13: Grey SHADOWS 

Воск 14: DEMON MASK 

BOOK 15: GRASSCUTTER Il — JOURNEY TO ATSUTA SHRINE 
BOOK 16: THE SHROUDED MOON 

Воск 17: Duet ar KITANOJI 

BOOK 18: TRAVELS WITH JOTARO 

BOOK 19: FATHERS AND SONS 

BOOK 20: GLIMPSES OF DEATH 

SPACE USAGI 


From Fantagraphics Books 


www.fantagraphics.com 


Book 1: THE Комм 

Book 2: SAMURAI 

Book 3: Тив WANDERERS ROAD 

Book 4: THE DRAGON BELLOW CONSPIRACY 
Book s: LONE GOAT AND Кір 

Book 6: CIRCLES 

Жасын stony 


GRAPHIC NOVEL ADVENTURE 


игде! 


YOJIMBO 


-тРемон MASK > 


эч 


A MASTERFUL 
ADAPTATION OF SAMURAI LEGEND. 
ТО SEQUENTIAL ART 


‘At the close of Japan's violent Hà 
century, Miyamoto, Usagi braved 
many a battle only to lose his lord. 
and become a misterless samurai, 
okonia: While many fonin became 


the, warrior pilgrimage, traveling 
the land in search of enlighten: 
mient and justice, From struggles 
against the dark ambitionis of evil 
men to clashes with supernatui 

beasts; Usagi’s Journeys lead 

to encounters and perils of every, 
description:/a graveyard ёотон. 
tation (with inhuman creatures, 
a young aaventure-1over with a 
‚naive appetite for violence, a poor 
village terrorized by a savage Spider 


‘Award-winning creator stan Salat 
doen reden ын први tds 
epic based On painstaking research 
of Japans history, culture, and 

значаў Fabs worte УС нарыг 
CUSTOS ықылас ісі 
action, depth, and sheer fun as Stan 
Sika’ Vesa Yoo 


"Usagi. Yojimbo 15 an enduring 
Work, Bravo." 
wit Eisner. 


SON OF ULIRON 


MISERIA 
MAIS MONSTER 


28) BN 
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